
Language Arts 
 

Grade 6 / Week 7 
 

Standards Covered this Week 

 LAFS.6.L.3.4.a: Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

 LAFS.6.L.3.4.d: Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 LAFS.6.RL.1.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

 LAFS.6.RI.2.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

 
 

Name 

 
Teacher: Mazyck 

 

A Note to Parents 

This week, we are continuing our unit entitled “Embracing Our Differences,” revisiting the short story “Fish Cheeks,” 
and are reading an excerpted memoir  titled “Unusual Normality” by Ishmael Beah. Your student will be considering 
the themes of identity, friendship, and being different with this text and will be focusing on the skills of determining 
theme and how an author develops his or her point of view. 
 
 Here are some optional online resources to support or extend your student’s thinking: 

• Online version of “Unusual Normality” https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-unusual-normality (Your 
student can also access this text through their CommonLit account on ClassLink and can even have access to 
an audio version or translation tool for the text.)  

• Information about the author along with several video interviews about his past experiences and his book 

(https://us.macmillan.com/author/ishmaelbeah/)  
 
 
 
 
 
Day 1, Activity 1: Vocabulary 

https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/fyc-unusual-normality
https://us.macmillan.com/author/ishmaelbeah/


Based on the context sentence and the photo, write down your best prediction for the definition of each word.  

 
2. Predict (pri-dikt) 

 
3. Survival (ser-vahy-vuh l) 

 
Below are the dictionary definitions for the above vocabulary words. Fill in corresponding definitions. Were your predictions close? 

 
 
 
Day 1, Activity 2: Unit Skills 

Mini-Lesson: Determining Theme in “Fish Cheeks” 
You’ll need the text from last week to complete this activity. 

Skills Focus: In Week 5’s fable entitled “The Farmer and the Viper,” the theme of the story was stated as the last 
sentence of the story. However, very few other texts actually state their theme as a sentence in the story. Today, you’ll 
be learning more about determining theme in a normal short story, and you will practice 
by using the short story from Week 6, “Fish Cheeks.” 

• The theme is the message an author expresses throughout a text. 
o A theme is universal; it can apply to real life and to multiple other texts. 
o A theme does not include references to a text’s characters or plot. 

• The word cloud to the right represents frequently addressed big ideas. 

• The table below lists the steps for determining a theme as well as shows an 
example of determining a theme using one of the big ideas that is  addressed in “Fish Cheeks.” 

to behave 

I guessed “behave” because the tigers are 
fighting (bad behavior) and kids sometimes 
get in trouble for not behaving in church 

 

1.To behave (oneself) or carry out a task in a specific way 
2.To know or say what will happen in the future 
3.The state of continuing to lie or exist despite danger or struggle 

 



 
Determining Theme 

1 Identify a big idea in the text. To do this, think about the important 
characters, conflicts, and events. 

Identity 

2 Ask ourselves: 

• Where does this big idea show up in the text? 
Amy, the narrator, is ashamed of her family and identity at the 
beginning of the story. In the end, she appreciates what her mother 
tries to tell her about being proud of who she is. 

• What is the author saying about this big idea? 
I think the author is trying to say that it is important to be proud of your 
identity, even when it makes you different from other people. 

3 Use a prompt to draft a theme statement: 

• “[Big idea] can…” 

• “It’s right/wrong to… / “You should…” 

• “It’s difficult to….” 

• “If…, then…” 
You should be proud of your unique identity, even when it makes you 
different from other people. 

 
Independent Practice: Complete each step in the table below using one of the following big ideas to determine another 
theme for “Fish Cheeks.” Big Idea Options: FAMILY or DIFFERENCES & DIVERSITY 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Day 2: Quick Write 
How do you think war affects a child? Try to be detailed in your answer. 

Notice how this response: 
Summarizes examples from the story 
that connect to the big idea of 
“identity.” 

Notice how this response: 
States the author’s message in a 
general way, without naming specific 
characters or events from the story. 

Notice that this theme statement: 

 Uses the word “identity,” 
because it’s based on that big 
idea. 

 Is universal. It can apply to real 
life and to other texts. 

 Can be supported by evidence 
from “Fish Cheeks,” but it 
doesn’t refer to specific 
characters or events from the 
story. 



               

               

               

               

               

                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 & 4: “Unusual Normality”  
 
Now, you’re going to read an excerpt of a memoir titled “Unusual Normality” written 
by Ishmael Beah, a former child soldier from Sierra Leone. In 1991, the Sierra Leone 
civil war started. Rebels invaded Beah’s hometown. He was eventually forced to be a 
child soldier for three years before being rescued by United Nations Children’s Fund. 
 
During reading, you will analyze how the author develops his point of view. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Unusual Normality” by Ishmael Beah 

1 The author, Ishmael Beah 

2 Sierra Leone on a map 



 

 

 

Paragraphs 1-6 
Write: How would you describe the 
author’s reaction to losing his things? 
How does his reaction relate to the title 
of this memoir? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraphs 7-9 
Write: Summarize the events that 
influenced the author’s past identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POINT OF VIEW: Paragraphs 1-9 
Find Evidence: Underline or highlight 1-2 
sentences that reveals the author’s 
perspective on moving to a new country. 



 

 

 
 
Paragraph 11 
Write: What was especially challenging 
about enrolling in school? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraphs 13-18 
Find Evidence: Underline or highlight two 
reasons why many principals did not 
admit him to their schools. 

 

Paragraphs 21-29 
Write: List two details about the author 
that made his classmates view him as 
unusual. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

POINT OF VIEW: Paragraphs 21-32 
A. Write: What is the author’s attitude 

on sharing his background? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Find Evidence: Underline or 

highlight two details that reveal his 
attitude toward sharing his 
background. 

 

Paragraph 33 
Write: Who thought the kids were 
“tough”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraph 40 
Write: What does the author mean that 
his friends “glorified” violence “because 
they’d never actually experienced it”? 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraphs 50-62 

A. Find Evidence: Underline at least 
two lines where the author has a 
chance but chooses not to share his 
background with his friends. 

 
 
 

B. Write: Why do you think the author 
chooses not to reveal his past to his 
friends? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Paragraphs 66-71 
Write: What does the author understand 
about war that his friends do not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraphs 72-78 
Find Evidence: Underline or highlight two 
pieces of evidence that reveal the 
author’s dishonesty. 
 
 
 
 
 
POINT OF VIEW: Paragraphs 71-81 
Write: How does this section develop the 
author’s point of view about sharing his 
background? Have your thoughts 
changed about why he is not revealing 
the truth? 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POINT OF VIEW: Paragraphs 91-92 
Write: What do these paragraphs add to 
the author’s point of view about sharing 
his background? 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraphs 94-95 
Write: In your own words, what does the 
author wish he could have told his 
friends? 

 
Day 4, Activity 2: Application of Vocabulary 
Answer each question in 1-2 complete sentences. Make sure that you use the underlined vocabulary word in your 
answer. 

1. How do you think students should conduct themselves when working in groups? Explain or describe. 
               

               

                

2. What is one thing you do in the morning in a predictable way? Explain. 
               

               

                

3. What is one piece of advice you would give a fifth grader about survival in school? Explain why. 
               

               

                

 
 
 
 



Day 5: Text-Dependent Questions 

 
 

  



 


